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Fueling a Sustainable Energy Future with Propane

Subscribe
Subscribe to our No doubt, lowering the level of harmful carbon emissions is important for the health and safety of our
Magazine planet and the population in every country across the world.

Subscribe to our
aNewslettor Government leaders from around the world, and leaders in so many state and local governments right here

in the United States, have set agaressive targets for reducing carbon emissions over the coming decades.
However, much of the discussion and many of the incentives have been focused on non-traditional forms of
energy, virtually ignoring one of the cleanest burning fuels that is plentiful and produced predominantly
right here in America: propane. So why aren’t we talking more about the use of propane as a viable bridge
to a sustainable future?
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The State of the environmental impact in the Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA), propane can offer immediate opportunities
Industry: Trends, to reduce air pollution and carbon emissions over other fossil fuels. Even today, so many people equate
Developments, propane solely as a popular source of heat to fire up their backyard barbecue grills. Yet, propane is already
Challenges April 18, relied upon by millions in the United States to provide heat and energy for their homes, businesses, farms
2018 and fleets, among many other applications.
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Developments, provide vital temporary heat and power generation for so many of the makeshift testing tents, hospital
Challenges sites, shelters and food distribution centers that have been erected in local communities throughout the
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And yet, very few are advocating for propane as a positive contributor to the goal of lowering the carbon
footprint. It's time for all of us to think bigger and with an "all of the above” strategy for achieving the
aggressive carbon-reduction targets.

I have always been a strong advocate for innovation and change. Technology in the renewable energy
space continues to advance, yet there are many applications that will take significantly more investment,
and many more decades of innovation, to find a viable solution compared to current sources of energy.
Chances are strong that at some point legislators will come to the realization that there is no one-size-fits-
all solution.

In the meantime, it is incumbent on leaders in the propane industry to continue to advocate for the positive
attributes of propane in the transition to a cleaner carbon future and to educate consumers and legislators
alike. Along the way, there are new technologies being developed to produce traditional fossil-based
propane from renewable sources, or to otherwise reduce the carbon intensity of this versatile energy
source.

Climate change will continue to be one of the great challenges of our time. Propane can and will be a
positive contributor in this fight for a long-term sustainable energy future.

Michael A. Stivala is president and CEO of Suburban Propane Partners, L.P., headguartered in Whippany,
N.J.
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